
Transit myths
“Transit doesn’t reduce congestion” Fact: tran-
sit plays a significant role in reducing conges-
tion growth. The existing Houston transit sys-
tem reduced travel delay in 2001 by
19,795,000 hours1.

Transit Facts
In the past six years, public transportation rider-
ship in the US has grown by more than 24 per-
cent, faster than highway or air travel. The equiv-
alent of almost a million new trips on public
t r a n s p o rtation were added each day in 20012.

Economic Benefits
Businesses realize a $15 million increase in
sales for each $10 million in transit operations
spending, or a return 1.5 times investment
over the long term. Additionally, businesses
realize a $17 million increase in sales for each
$10 million in transit capital investment, for a
return of 1.7 times investment3.

Energy
For every mile traveled, public transportation uses about one half
of the fuel consumed by automobiles, and about a third of that
used by sport utility vehicles4.

Existing Light Rail
In the first quarter of 2003, light rail ridership in Dallas was up
46.27 percent over the same period in 2002. Total transit rider-
ship was up 5.4 percent over that same period5.

Metro Solutions
The November 4 vote will fund the beginning of the 22-year
Metro Solutions plan. Metro estimates it will complete full bus sys-
tem expansion and 22 miles of rail during the first ten years. This
vote will authorize the sale of just $640,000,000 in bonds for this
purpose. In 2009, voters will return to the polls to authorize
financing for the remaining portions of the plan. No new taxes
are proposed6.

Metro Facts
Rail opponents often say that Metro only serves one percent of the
trips in the region. But the Metro service area only covers a small
percent of the region. It serves 4 percent of all the trips in the serv-

ice area at morning peak hour, and 26 per-
cent of all trips to the Central Business District
at that time. That number is projected to rise to
43 percent by 20257 .

Historical Trends
After World War II, transit ridership experienced
a decline due to inexpensive fuel and govern-
ment policies favoring suburban development
and financing the interstate highway system. By
1972, ridership had dropped to a low of 6.5
billion trips. Ridership rose gradually to 9.7 bil-
lion trips in 2002. Reasons for the incre a s e
include a strong economy, improved customer
s e rvice, and higher levels of investment in public
t r a n s p o rtation resulting from 1991 federal legis-
lation and succeeding funding bills8.

“100 Percent Solution Plan”
Rail opponents say that, instead of the Metro
plan, the Houston region should adopt some-
thing called the “100 Percent Solution Plan,”
which is being pre p a red by the Houston-

Galveston Area Council (H-GAC). But the 100 Percent Solution Plan
is not a plan. It’s more of a study, according to H-GAC’s transport a-
tion manager Alan Clark. Federal  law prohibits the agency fro m
planning and programming projects for which they have no identi-
fied  funding. The 100 Percent Solution Plan currently includes pro j-
ects that have no identified revenue sources as well as those that do
have identified sources. For example, the 100 Percent Solution Plan
says the region needs to add 10,703 new lane-miles at a cost of
$21 billion to help reduce congestion. Curre n t l y, the agency has not
identified to the public funding for about half that amount9.
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The Metro Solutions plan to greatly improve transit in the Houston region will come to a vote on November 4. To help increase understanding of
the proposal and of transit’s place in the greater transportation picture, the Gulf Coast Institute will publish a series of educational bulletins. 
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Transit ridership in the United States has
risen from a low of 6.5 billion trips in
1972 to 9.7 billion trips in 20027.
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